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A message from Pastor Christy...

"But Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to

me, and do not hinder them, for to such belongs
the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 19:14)

As we enter the month of August, I give thanks
for the many blessings God has poured out upon
our congregation this summer. We have truly
experienced his presence as we have worshiped
and celebrated together.

One of the highlights of the summer was
gathering as a church family for our outdoor
worship service and Vacation Bible School
program. Surrounded by the beauty of God's
creation, we were reminded that "The earth is the
Lord's and everything in it" (Psalm 24:1). It was
a wonderful opportunity to enjoy worship,
fellowship, and simply be together as God’s
people in his creation.

We were also privileged to celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism, welcoming new
children into God's family. In Baptism, our
gracious Lord claims us as his own, washes
away sin, and joins us to the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. As a congregation,
we rejoice with these families and renew our
commitment to pray for, encourage, and support
all who have been baptized into the family of
Christ Jesus.

Another special blessing this summer was my
installation as your pastor. I give thanks to God
for the opportunity to serve this congregation
and for the encouragement and kindness that you
have shown to me and my family. It was a joyful
day of worship as we celebrated together God's
faithfulness and the ministry he has entrusted to
us together. I look forward to walking alongside
you as we continue to grow in God's Word,
receive his gifts, and share the love of Christ
with each other and our community.

This summer, our Vacation Bible School invited
us to journey together under the theme, "Safari
with God." Throughout the week, our children
learned that wherever life leads, God is faithful
through Bible stories, music, crafts, and
fellowship, Our “Safari with God” also
reminded us that we are a part of Christ’s Church
throughout the world as we strengthened our
connection with our brothers and sisters in
Kenya. Though separated by many miles, we are
united in Christ, sharing the same Gospel and
praying for one another.

A heartfelt thank you to every volunteer, teacher,
helper, donor, and everyone who contributed to
making Vacation Bible School such a
meaningful ministry. Your faithful service has
helped plant seeds of faith that, by God’s grace,
will continue to grow for years to com. And we
are already looking forward to next year’s
journey together!!!

As summer gradually fades into fall, may we
remember that every season of life is an
opportunity to “safari” with Christ. He continues
to strengthen us, guide us on our journey, and
remind us that we are his. Whatever lies ahead,
can walk forward with confidence, knowing that
Christ remains with us always.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Christy
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Income and Expense Summary

as of June 30, 2026
Current YTD Current
Actual YTD Difference
Jan. 1 thru Budget over+/under-
Jun. 30, 2026 Jan. I thru Budget
Jun. 30,
2026
Regular
Offering $77,097.90 $72,415.02 $4,682.88
Income
Trust Fund
Income $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Other
Income $2,291.34 $1,424.96 $866.38
TOTAL
INCOME $79,389.24 $73,829.98 $5,559.26
EXPENSES $101,548.38 $91,154.58 $10,393.80

WORSHIP

Upcoming worship

opportunities:

August 3, 4, 5, 6 — Vacation Bible
School, 6:00p.m — 8:00p.m

August 8 — Strawberry Social, 4:00 p.m.
Outdoor Service, 5:00pm, with Vacation
Bible School closing program.

August 15, 16 — Healing Service
No Holy Communion

August 28 — Friday Helping Hands,
9:00am — 11:00a.m

The Church Council met on June 10, 2026. Of
note: The Tuesday Noon Recital series for the
month of July will also visit local Nursing
Homes after the Tuesday luncheons. These will
include Laurel View Village, Heritage Ridge,
Horizon Villa Crest, and Siemans in Somerset.
Offerings for the month of May 2026
$11,738.00, which was 130% of amount
budgeted for the month, and is 100.58% for the
year to date. The church is required by city
inspector to repair the rain spouting on the side
towards the Pasquerella building. This will be
completed when Raimondo Construction
completes inspecting the roof.

Submitted by Shirley Waclo, Council Secretary.

Council elected officers for the 2026-2027
council year. They are:
President: Fawn Slonka
Vice President; Dick Schrott
Treasurer: Barry Critchfield
Secretary: Shirley Waclo

The next regular council meeting will be August
26, 2026, at 7:00 pm.
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August Readings and Psalms

August 2" — 10t Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 55:1-5

Eat and drink that which truly satisfies
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

You open wide your hand and satisfy the
desire of every living thing.

Romans 9:1-5

August 16t — 12t Sunday after Pentecost

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

A house of prayer for all peoples
Psalm 67

Let all the peoples praise you, O God.
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

The healing of the Canaanite woman’s
daughter

The glory of God’s people Israel
o Matthew 14:13-21
Christ feeding five thousand

August 23 — 13t Sunday after Pentecost

o Isaiah 51:1-6
The enduring foundation of God's salvation
e Psalm 138
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever.
¢ Romans 12:1-8
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ
¢ Matthew 16:13-20
The profession of Peter’s faith

August 9" — 11th Sunday after Pentecost

o 1 Kings 19:9-18

The LORD speaks to Elijah on Mount Horeb
e Psalm 85:8-13

| will listen to what the LORD God is saying.
e Romans 10:5-15

Hearing and confessing the word of faith
e Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus walking on the sea e Jeremiah 15:15-21

God fortifies the prophet against opposition
e Psalm 26:1-8
Your love is before my eyes; | have walked
faithfully with you.
¢ Romans 12:9-21
Live in harmony
o Matthew 16:21-28
The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter

August 30" — 14" Sunday after Pentecost
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The Life of the Congregation

In the life of our congregation there are
often important events which touch the
lives of the First Lutheran family. We
commend them to you and encourage you
to share news with us.

We joyfully welcome Stella Mae
Barbus, Eli Jedrzejek, Magnolia Louise
Mennetti, and Ivy Reign Steele into the
family of God through Holy Baptism.

Welcome New Members!

On June 28, 2026, we warmly welcomed
eight new members to our congregation.
Congratulations!

Carolyn Anderson
Kathy Howanek
Hunter McDermot
Luke Mennetti

Erin Mennetti
Barbara Miltenberger
Robert Miltenberger
Samantha Smith

Friday Helping Hands

The first Friday Helping Hands took place on July
17th. We worked together to spruce up the
lounge area by vacuuming the furniture,
cleaning the tables, dusting the walls, and
wiping down the doors. All the furniture was
also moved to ensure we vacuumed behind and
underneath it.

A special shout-out to Caryl Swanson, Cindy
Fabo, Donna Kovalcheck, and Fawn Slonka for
their hard work.

Next month's session will be on August 28"
from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Everyone is
welcome to join. We will concentrate on dusting
and cleaning the Altar area, as well as polishing
all the silver and brass.

If you have any questions, please contact Fawn.
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The generosity of First Lutherans reaches
beyond our church walls, into the community,
the church at large and globally. We receive
notes of thanks and acknowledgement for many
of the gifts given. Acknowledgements received
are noted each month in the VSJ and posted on a
bulletin board located in the Lounge.

THANK YOU -

| want to express my heartfelt thanks to
everyone who made my Installation
Service such a wonderful and memorable
occasion. I am truly blessed to be your
pastor, and | am deeply grateful for all the
love, support, and encouragement you
have shown me. It was a joy to celebrate
together with members of both churches,
as well as friends and guests from beyond
our congregations. The service was
beautiful in every way, featuring inspiring
organ music, an amazing Bell Choir, and a
combined choir whose glorious voices
filled the sanctuary.

Thank you to everyone who participated,
planned, served, and attended. Your
kindness, generosity, and prayers made
this day incredibly special. | look forward
to serving alongside you as we continue
our ministry together in faith, trusting
God to guide us in the days ahead.

The offering that was collected will be
given to Allegheny Synod Seminarian Fund
which totaled $421.00.

God’s blessings — Pastor Christy

ianb o o)
Q) slunitears

Thank You, Tuesday Noon Recital
Team,

Behind the scenes the Tuesday Noon Recitals are
supported by an amazing group of dedicated
volunteers. From meal preparation, serving, and
cleanup to promotion, and setting up tasks — the
Tuesday Noon Recital workers have all things
covered. The community really appreciates your
efforts, and we see this with an average
attendance of around 100 guests each Tuesday.
Our outreach to area care homes included all
four performances for July accompanied by our
TNR ambassadors.

Appreciation goes out to Calvin Anderson,
Rick Blackford, Jessica Boring, Paul
Eisenhuth, George Fattman, Greer Koeller,
Cindy Fabo, Bill Grubb, Polly Grubb, Pastor
Christy Harford, Shirley Hilbrecht, Kathy
Howarlayk, Vic Kohler, Donna Kovalcheck,
Jean Kuhs, Bill Price, Vicki Price, Fawn
Slonka, Heidi Staib, Caryl Swanson, and
Shirley Waclo.

- Kim Rauch
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"E."\ Every 11:00AM
ll"E ' Sunday worship
service is now live
m on Facebook! If
you can't attend in

person, please join us on Facebook! If
you're not a Facebook member, subscribe.
Then, go to First Lutheran's Facebook page.
Click on the LIVE post with the current date.
Captions for the voices are also available on
Facebook live. To see the captions, click on
the little gear that appears when you click
the video window. On the screen that
appears, click on closed captions to turn
them on.

We will continue to post videos of weekly
recorded 11:00AM Sunday worship on
YouTube.com, First Lutheran Johnstown
channel. We plan to have live worship also
on YouTube in the future.

Many thanks to our video ministry team, Bill
Grubb, Bill Hargreaves, Bill Price, Bill Weible
and Rob Abele for shooting the video for
YouTube & Facebook each week. Thanks
also to Bill Grubb and Barry Critchfield for
helping to run the internet cables that made
these live broadcasts possible.

Sponsorships
We Have Bulletins Sponsorship & Tribune
Democrat Sponsorship.

Sign-up sheets in lounge area, feel free to
add your names if you would like to sponsor
any of the above.

Worship and Music Notes: August
Vicki Price
LOOKING AHEAD:

Of the Land and Seasons is July 5"
through August 9. Outdoor Service is
Saturday, August 8.

Worship and Music Committee Meeting:
August 20t at 6:30

THANK YOU .......

July Altar Guild: Caryl Swanson, Greer
Koeller, Vicki Price, Karen Hargreaves,
Kathy Stephenson, Fawn Slonka, Donna
Kovalchek, Annie Hayes.

To the July pianists: Kim Rauch, Heidi
Staib, Joel Hoshaw, Vicki Price, and Linda
Prozialeck. Joel Hoshaw for Accompanying
on Sundays.

To the Tower Bell Ringers: Pastor Christy,
George Fattman, Anne Fattman, Vicki Price,
and Kim Rauch.

To July Lectors, Worship Assistants,
Communion Assistants and Cantors:
Calvin Anderson, Callie Bennear, Howard
Bennett, Jessica Boring, Anne Fattman,
George Fattman, Annie Hayes, Dan Hill,
Joel Hoshaw, Jody Kirk, Kim Rauch, Josh
Rinaman, Abbie Savering, and Fawn
Slonka.
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Upcoming events:

Now Is the Time...

The adult choir will return
Sunday, September 13,

Whether you've been a member for many
years, or if you're new, and would like to get
involved in something, how about the choir?

You follow the service and do the same
thing with one exception; we sing a short
anthem.

You do not need to read music, be
especially trained, or have schooling in
music. We hold a practice before Sunday
service and go over that day’s anthem. We
also send you an email that plays out the
music to assist your practice.

We are one of the few churches that still

have a choir and hope to keep it that way.

Give it some thought and if you have any

questions, please give me a call or email
me.

Phone-814-421-5429
email-taketimeandhurry13@gmail.com

The music is always available weeks early
to look over, and if you would like extra brief
practice, something can be set up for you.
Howard
Choir Director

Strawberry Social

Prior to the August 8 Outdoor Service, we
will have strawberries, cake and ice cream
treats starting at 4:00. Do come to the
service early and enjoy some relaxing
fellowship with your First Lutheran family.
The service begins at 5:00. The Vacation
Bible School children will be present. So
come to support them and their families
also. This is always a special event in our
lovely Serenity Garden.

-Ann Furlong

4od’s wovle Our Wands  §choo| leits.

7 400 - 70 SHEET SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS, wide- or colteqe-ruted paper,
approximatety 8" x 10 %, (no [oose-{eaf paper)
* We aways rum short on potebooks since each backpak requires 4

L 91— medom sz PENCIL SHARPENERS ; ,
A God's work. Our hands.

Sin mission

(" 50 - BALLPUINT PENS - backun bt ik (o getink)

36 -24 count box CRAYONS

55 - SLISSORS - byunt tip, kid friendly
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[ Volunteer Page - Month of August J

SATURDAY ALTAR GUILD LECTORS

1 Fawn Slonka, Donna Kovalchek 1 Vicki Price

8 Fawn Slonka, Donna Kovalchek 2% Vicki Price

15 No Communion 8 Fawn Slonka

22 Annie Hayes 9* Dick Schrott

29 Annie Hayes 15 George Fattman
16* Rob Abele

COUNCIL GREETERS - Josh Rinaman 22 Linda Prozialeck

23*  Howard Bennett
29 Vicki Price

FLOWER DELIVERY- Karen Hargreaves 30*  Rick Blackford
ACOLYTES *Saturdays
7 Ushers
. Ushers SATURDAY PIANISTS
21 Ushers i ;
28 Ushers 1 Heidi Staib
8 Kim Rauch, Luis Gonzalez
COMMUNION ASSISTANT 15 George Fattman
2 Vicki Price 22 Linda Prozialeck

9 Calvin Anderson 29 Vicki Price

16 Rob Abele
23 Howard Bennett
30 Rick Blackford

VIDEO

WORSHIP ASSISTANT 2 Bill Grubb

1 Vicki Price 9 Bill Weible

2 Vicki Price 16 Bill Price

8 Fawn Slonka 23 Bill Hargreaves

9 Rick Blackford 30 Bill Weible

15 Jessica Boring

16 Rob Abele

22 Rick Blackford

23 Howard Bennett TOWER BELLS

29 Fawn Slonka Heidi Staib Sunday 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

30 Rick Blackford Christy Harford Monday 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
George Fattman Tuesday 4, 11, 18, 25
Anne Fattman Wednesday 5, 12, 19, 26
Vicki Price Thursday 6, 13, 20, 27
Kim Rauch Friday 7, 14, 21, 28

George Fattman Saturday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
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